
Sixth Sunday of Easter- B 2006    

 

Reading 1 Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48 

 

When Peter entered, Cornelius met him 

and, falling at his feet, paid him homage. 

Peter, however, raised him up, saying, 

“Get up. I myself am also a human being.” 

 

Then Peter proceeded to speak and said, 

“In truth, I see that God shows no partiality. 

Rather, in every nation whoever fears him and acts 

uprightly is acceptable to him.” 

 

While Peter was still speaking these things, 

the Holy Spirit fell upon all who were listening to 

the word. 

The circumcised believers who had accompanied 

Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit 

should have been poured out on the Gentiles also, 

for they could hear them speaking in tongues and 

glorifying God. 

Then Peter responded, 

“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these 

people, who have received the Holy Spirit even as 

we have?” 

He ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

Reading II 1 John 4:7-10 

 

Beloved, let us love one another, 

because love is of God; 

everyone who loves is begotten by God and knows 

God. 

Whoever is without love does not know God, for 

God is love. 

In this way the love of God was revealed to us: 

God sent his only Son into the world 

so that we might have life through him. 

In this is love: 

not that we have loved God, but that he loved us 

and sent his Son as expiation for our sins.  

 

 

1st Reading:  …the Holy Spirit fell 

upon all who were listening to the 

word.  

2nd Reading:  …not that we have 

loved God, but that he loved us… 

Gospel:  As the Father loves me, so I 

also love you 

Theme:  Love one another as I love 

you. 

______________________________                                                              

Love one another. This is not my 

command, it’s God’s.  

So, there’s nothing like the present.  

In prayer, with your worshipping 

family around you, let’s try it—now. 

Love one another--feel it in your 

heart and see it in your mind.  Think 

about the ones you care about:  your 

spouse, your loved one, your 

children, your parents, your brothers 

and sisters.  Right now let their faces 

fly before your mind.   

You may linger on some of the faces.  

You may linger because of a special 

affection or maybe for some hurt.  

Our human love can vacilate because 

of tender or hurtful history.   

Do you think that is how God loves? 

Love one another—continue looking 

at other faces in your life:  your 

friends, your acquaintances at work 

or school.  Your emotional 

attachments may not be as intense.  . 
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Gospel  John 15:9-17 

 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

“As the Father loves me, so I also love you. 

Remain in my love. 

If you keep my commandments, you will remain in 

my love, 

just as I have kept my Father’s commandments 

and remain in his love. 

 

“I have told you this so that my joy may be in you 

and your joy might be complete. 

This is my commandment: love one another as I 

love you. 

No one has greater love than this, 

to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 

You are my friends if you do what I command you. 

I no longer call you slaves, 

because a slave does not know what his master is 

doing. 

I have called you friends, 

because I have told you everything I have heard 

from my Father. 

It was not you who chose me, but I who chose you 

and appointed you to go and bear fruit that will 

remain, 

so that whatever you ask the Father in my name he 

may give you. 

This I command you: love one another.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You might not feel much of anything 

for some of these folks 

Do you think that is how God loves? 

Love one another—now look at the 

faces of those people who have 

wronged you.  These feelings may be 

more intense.  There is something 

about revenge that appeals to me, 

that allows me to scratch that itch.   

Do you think that is how God loves?. 

Human love is a big enough emotion 

to take in all the feelings we have 

been experiencing here.  But divine 

love, God’s love, the love that he 

calls us to experience and share, 

holds much more than this. 

How does God love?  He chooses to! 

God loved us so much that he chose 

to send his only Son into the world—

the world—that’s all of us.  He chose 

to not because he felt like it, not 

because we were deserving of it.  In 

the past 100-year period my human 

family killed more people in war 

than all the people killed in all the 

wars of human history combined. 

What about love would God choose 

to send his Son for us?  How would I 

give up my daughter or son for 

someone who was undeserving? 

“Not that we have loved God, but 

that he loved us.”  God chose to 

become one of us and live our life.  

He loved us without reservation.  He  
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loved without restraint.  He laid his 

very life down for us.   He lived for 

us. He died for us.  He rose for us.   

That is how God loves.  That is how 

we are to love each other. 

He sent his Holy Spirit upon us, to us 

who listen to his word.  It is because 

of his power, that I can experience 

the joy of a love that is beyond my 

own making. 

Respond to God’s call—love one 

another—accept the Holy Spirit who 

will give you the power to love in a 

way previously unimaginable—now. 

H o w    n o w?  Can we see Jesus in 

this?  Where can we experience the 

Christ? 

This isn’t a bad place to start.  

Remember at the beginning of Mass 

what I asked you to entertain the 

presence of Christ?  Do you really 

believe that Christ is present in our 

presider?  Can you accept that the 

Spirit comes to you through this very 

word?  (Tap the Scriptures) Can you 

anticipate the mystery of 

communion, of being one with Christ 

at the altar?  Can you find Christ in 

the person next to you right here, 

next to you at work or school or 

play?  Jesus is ever present to you 

where ever you are. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t be anxious if you do not love 

perfectly. God is gentle and allows 

time to work with faith for our good.  

That’s why we are given a life-time.   

When I stumble, as I often do, I try 

to remember what it was like when 

our first child, Jennifer, was learning 

to walk.  I then imagine God 

watching my stumbles, shaking his 

head with a wry smile, offering his 

baby fingers for me to grasp and 

saying, “C’mon, Pat. Let’s get up 

again, I love you.”   

How does God love? 

Love one another and find out. 


